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The names of Emperor Ashoka and his grandson Emperor Samprati occupy very 
: ‘important places in Indian history. Samprati enjoys almost the same eminence in Jain 
history that Ashoka enjoys in Buddhist history. Even after thousands of years, the exem- 
 plary contribution of Emperor Samprati towards spread of Jain religion and culture, in 
and outside India, still remains a bright and inspiring chapter in Indian history. 
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N The incident of Ashoka’s son Kunal getting blind finds mention at numerous places 
N in ancient Jain scriptures including Churni (seventh century Vikram), Bhashya, and Tika. 
N Also included along with are stories about past births of Samprati as well as his sending 
N 
N 
N 
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accomplished Shravaks to foreign lands for spreading Jain religion far and wide. As 
such, there cannot even be a shred of doubt about his historicity. However, it is surpris- 
ing that except for a passing mention, Indian historians have conspicuously ignored this 


illustrious, valourous and religious emperor. Why? 


This biographical sketch of Emperor Samprati’s life projects various human vir- 
tues like Kunal’s deep devotion for his father; the ideal compassion of Acharya Suhasti; 
Samprati’s devotion for religion, Jina, and guru; his important deeds of benevolence and, 
of course, his valour and diplomatic acumen. The narrative presents the ideal character 
and life of Samprati in an inspiring manner. 


The story is based on the popular book titled ‘Samrat Samprati’ by Pandit Kashinath 
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N Jain. This book mentions numerous historical evidences. 
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This picture-story version has been written by Acharya Shri Vijaya Jinottam Suri, 
the successor of Acharya Shri Vijaya Sushil Surishvar ji. 
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EMPEROR Patliputra today celebrates the victory of Emperor Ashoka.ina | 
large hallthe emperor sits on a high throne. On two sides sit his 
SAM PRATI ministers, state-priest, commander-in-chief, other dignitaries and 
thousands of citizens. A messenger enters with a letter in a golden tray — 


| will also write 
my blessings to the 
h, prince in a letter. 


From Avanti prince 
Kunal sends his 

homage to his 

father. 


It was meal-time. Leaving the letter the 
emperor left for the dining room. Queen 
Tishyarakshita looked around and found 
herself alone. She took a needle and with 
the collyrium from her eyelids put a black dot 
on the emperor’s message.* 


Kumarah 
(educate the 
prince). 
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She put the letter back and went to the dining room. 
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Then he put his seal on the letter. 


# Kunal was the son of Emperor Ashoka’s deceased senior queen. On her death-bed, the 
emperor had promised her that Kunal will be his successor. Tishyarakshita and other queens 
wanted to kill Kunal. Aware of this, the emperor shifted Kunal, away from Patliputra, to Avanti 
for security reasons. 


Emperor Samprati. 


After sometime the emperor sent his letter 
with the messenger. When at Avanti the 
minister read the letter he was taken aback. 
Kunal inguired — 


elf and read the 

Si 

he Emperor 
writes — 


Uncle, is there some 
bad news ? You have 
just become quiet after 
reading it. Please tell me 
about the message 
A from my father. 


Andhiyatam 

Kumarah. 

(Blind the 
prince. 
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An ominous silence swept across 


Za a thecourt. People looked at each 
AM other. 


It became the talk of the town — 


Ladi LLL Hey ! Did you hear that on an 
order from his father the prince / 


Geena aes 


It is my duty to obey my 
father. Bring iron needles 
and make me blind. 


has blinded himself. = 


PY a 
Pr empcier Ashoka = 


Ny cannot give such 

* order. How can a father 
issue and order to 
blind his own son? 4 


/ 


conspiracy by | 
the step- 
\mothers of the 
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Gloom descended on 
the assembly. 


# Queen Tishyarakshita had changed ‘Adhiyatam’ Kumarah 2 
to ‘Andhiyatam Kumarah’. 


Emperor Samprati 


A few days later a messenger came to Emperor 
Ashoka with the news — | 


The Emperor was shocked when the messenger 


Who changed a 
adhiyatam to 
andhiyatam and 
when? Who is this 
unknown enemy 2 


Following your 
order, Prince 
Kunal has 
blinded 
himself. 


When did | | 
give such 


Emperor Ashoka was overwhelmed with sorrow. 


In Avanti blind Kunal grew up under loving care of governess Sunanda. In the isolation imposed by 
blindness he made Taanpura* his companion. When alone he would play Taanpura and sing devo- 


tional songs. 
Jai Adinath the 
saviour of the 
world. Hail the 
Detached one, 
the source of 
Eip beatitude. n 
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One day Sunanda, the governess of Kunal, sent a letter to Emperor Ashoka — 


tam | \\ 
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M Sunanda’s homage to Emperor 
Ashokavardhan. Prince Kunal is 20 
years old. He leads a quiet life 
worshipping the Lord. | humbly 
submit that if married to a suitable 
princess, he will once again 

experience joys of life. 
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# A Sitar-like musical instrument. 3 


Emperor Samprati 


E 
After reading the letter, the emperor issued an| |Following the order, prince Kunal was made the 
saksid and sent it to Avanti. The minister read the} _ ruler of a small kingdo ZZ 
<= E i — 11742 


A small kingdom is given to 
prince Kunal. Find a suitable 
match and arrange for 
his marriage. 


And:he was married to Sharatshri, the daug 


of aruler of a small kingdom á 
OMAN, 5 E 
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The prince and his wife worshipped the 
Lord and then sang devotional songs. 
The audience was enthralled — 


E day Kunal said to Sharatshri — 
/ Today is the 

OU Ashadh Purnima # 

A 2 6 Os ‘Let us go to a Jina 


t = temple for 
worship. 


( Great! What a sweet voice. M 
Commendable devotion. 47 


Without the worshipl 
of the Lord life is) BA 


> 9 


Z Pa AON 
he temple resõnated with devo- 


On the full moon nightt 


a es s tional music. | 
# fuii moon night of the month of Ashadh. 4 


Emperor Samprati 


Next morning Sharatshri asked Kunal — 


y Lord! An ascetic 
disciple of Arya 


The prince and his family went to pay homage to the 
ascetic, who said == TAI 


a 


Prince, | was enchanted | 
by your devout performance | 
: last night. It is an excellent 
2 oe combination if devotion 


oe is supplemented with 

© lad religious knowledge / 
Mue and conduct. | 

ISS E a 


nearby upashraya # 
Let us pay our 
homage to him. 


Sire! Please 
teach me religion, 
it is the only 
hope for an 
invalid. 


A i 


(ee! 
ascetic 


T said — j Now the prince went to the discourse daily with his 


Pomo Bag family. The words of the Omniscient made him happy. 
Come and listen to the words of\ | | One day the prince requested the ascetic — 
the Omniscient in my discourse. JA 


You will have peace in life. 4° 
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Prince, you can follow 
religious conduct only as a 
householder. Your blind- 
ness disables you to 

observe compassion to 
beings and without that 
purity of ascetic conduct 
» Cannot be pursued. 


Sir ! Your preaching 
has made me detached 
from the world. | want 
to embrace ascetic 
discipline for the 
upliftment of 


# ascetic-hostel. 5 


p : Emperor Samprati 


The ascetic explained the code of househ- 
older’s conduct to the prince. Kunal and 
Sharatshri both accepted the householders’ 


Sir ! How then can | ob- 
serve codes, vows, and 
righteousness to the best 
of my ability as a house- 
\ holder? Please guide me. 
> i 


ang other areas. Kaushambi, the capital of Vatsa, was the worst effected. In every street, at every 
doorbeggars v were calling— 

O Kind one! We have not put 

even a grain in our mouth for 

last three days. Our children are 
wailing with hunger. Have pity 
and give a piece 
of bread. 


Beat us! Hunger is 
killing us. You too kill 
us please. Death is 
better than this hellish 
life. At least hunger 
will not torment us. 


Emperor Samprati 

Seeing the Shramans (ascetics), the gatekeeper left 
the gate open. With the Shramans a beggar also stealthily 
entered the house. The guards checked him — 


Sir, | have < 


not eaten for last three 


- E 
SAA REE 4 
V PENA days. See my sunken 
ji belly and ribs. Please give 
Hey! Where are just one bread. | have 
you going? gone weak due to 


Stop at.once. hunger but still 
2 j not dying. 
pay N 


1g 


At that time two young ascetics appro- 
ached merchant Dhanpal's house to 


SAE 


The guards detained him F 
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Way Wait here. 
= Gurudev has come 
NZ) for alms. Don't 
sii 


Emperor Samprati 


Thisisenough. E TU = | The lady insists— i 


please Bye Í Gurudev ! Just a little ‘ | t 


Kheer (a pudding). / / TA don’t 
| "am, need any more. d 


accept these 
sweets. 


= | 


e forgot begging and 


How wretched is my life in compari- 
son with these ascetics. Yesterday 
the merchant had beaten me and 
send me away. Now the same 
stingy merchant offers rich and tasty 


The two ascetics came out after col-| | The beggar came running to the 
lecting alms. The beggar thought — asco £70 ascetic! For three Wi 


| won't get anything from this aa Al 
stingy merchant, why not beg without even a grain 
from these ascetics. The Jain of food. You'are kind. 
ascetics are kind. If they give 


A j Please give me 
just a little, | will have my fill some food from 
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hi Samprati 


he ascetics} 
aid — an: 


tracks — 7 
Revered one! | am running 
A around hungry for last 
three days. Instead of food | 
get beatings. | am so weak it 
is difficult even to walk. Just 


a little food from you can 
save my life. 


The beggar followed the ascetics to their 
upashraya. Arya Suhasti stood just outside the 
hostel. The ascetics paid homage. The beggar 
stretched his hands —, 


O divine one! 
O great sage! Be 
kind to me and 

get me some 
food. | am dying 
with hunger. 


Sue 
Mathaena 
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# These Shramans were disciples of Arya Suhasti who was a Dashapurvadhar Acharya, having knowledge 


pve are not allowed td 

4 give food to anyone. 
You should come to 
our Guruji. Only he 
«an give you food. 


Acharyashri looked at the beggar and was 
moved seeing his wretched condition. Closing 
eyes, the sage pondered over. Suddenly his 
face brightened -— 


K Oh! This incident augurs of 
a bright future. The soul 
that is a beggar now will 

someday become an 
A instrument of promotion 
O of Jain religion. / 


of ten subtle canons. The successor of Arya Sthulabhadra was Dashapurvadhar Acharya Mahagiri. Suhasti g 


ana Mahagiri both were disciples of Arya Sthuiabhacra. 


Emperor Samprati 


5 Man! If you become an 

. ascetic you can eat as 

much as you like. Only an | ME: On becoming 
ascetic can eat the food an ascetic | will / 
put into these alms-pots. 


p! 


/ Son! An ascetic kind one! | am 
cannot give the dying with hunger. Is it 
alms he got from not your duty to save 
an householder to a dying person? 


another one. A 


Acharyashri at once initiated that beggar and gave him the 
ascetic-garb — 


{O Come in, noW pit 


you may eatas SS 
much as you 


A 
The newly initiated 


fore the congre mon) 
Sy E This ascetic 


pmm 


aid — 


ese rich couples one 
day caned me. Pushed 
me and made me run 
away. Since | became an 


Before sunset the new ascetic M, 
am hungry, Here is all the 


please give 
e food 


My stomach has 
bloated. | can’t 
even breathe. 


collected alms. 
Eat as much as 
satiates your 


Emperor Samprati 
Acharyashri s to the f 
A j Gurudev! 
See, this is the glory of Please guide 
the life of detachment. me how to go 
This world worships about vows. 


Also teach me 


First satisfy 
your hunger 
today, then we 
will start your 
lessons. 


He fell on the ground and tossed about. Merchant 
Dhanpal called a doctor. The doctor examined his 


Over eating 
has caused 
him cholera. | 
will give him 


Oh! What a change 
after | gotinitiated. 
These merchants are 
nursing me. | am very 
much indebted to my 


Kunal, Sharatshri Y 
has given birth to 
a beautiful and 
radiant son. 
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tic. Someone applied ointment on his 
y, some other massaged his palms. The 


Emperor Samprati 


Looking at the deteriorating condition of the as- 
cetic, Acharyashri sat near him and inspired him 
O Medtag 
Remain calm. The great merit- 

of becoming an ascetic will 
bring attainments and glory in 
_ your next births. i 


/ Gurudev! How 
fortunate | am to 


7 ja © 
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In this pious state of mind the life of the new as- 
cetic came to an end. The shravaks performed 


the last rites with due reverence. 


The joy on the face of Kunal was short 
lived — 


Mother! What will | Don’t get disheartened: 
be the future of | Sharatshrihas seen 
the child who has |elephant, lion and Kalp- 
beenborninthe |, Vriksha in her dream. 
house of unlucky ieee KE Signs 
' indicate that your son 
person Į is indeed extremely 


= AA 
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Emperor Samprati 


After twelve days Sunanda put the infant in 
Kunals lap and"said — | 
f Son! How beautiful and lovely 
your son is. The auspicious 
marks on his body, fate-line, 
and aura on his face indicate 
that he will one day be a great 
Mauryan emperor. 


God willing, it will 
be so. 


Son! You should % 
go to Patliputra. 


Should | go and beg 
from my father? 


Y Son! God blesses those 
whose endeavours are 
good. You will also have 

to make some efforts. 


Mother! Tell me 
what a blind 
man like me 

could do? 
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No, you should please . 
the King of Magadh with 
the art of your music.And 
then seek a kingdom for 
your son. 


BN 


| The governe sadvised. 


Mother ! Your words Son!. Your 
have electrified and dream is 
enthused me. | am AAB 
having dream of a 
beautiful future. | will 
certainly go to 
Patliputra. 


taanpura anda 
poor amper 


joy comes NE 
everyone, andi ~ -i 
to share as 


1 streets of Patliputra singing devotional 


Brother, how divinely charming 
he is. His voice is melodious and 
filled with pathos. What a touching 
performance. His taanpura ,4% 
is magical. M (NN 
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Emperor Samprati 


| am Suradas, the blind | Wy W < ' lord's: vr 
taanpura-walah. | ~/ creation is 
my home 
and this 
taanpura is 


Sire! A blind singer has come to the 
city recently. Whole city madly admires 
his singing. If you listen to his songs 
you will feel refreshed. 


es a 
àl 4 e3 BA 
KA A f 
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One day Emperor Ashoka said in his assembly — 


Working since morning % 
| am dead tired. Arrange 
for some music and 


The Emperor or- 


rä sa TES a 


7 Call him. | will 
listen to only 
his music 


Emperor Samprati. 


ing. Astonishing 
sweetness. You have 
dare flood-gates of 
devotion. 


his is the first 
such astonish- 
ing experience Á 


My Lord, | crave 
to behold you. 


Teng hoe the musical notes continued to echo. The A t was enthralled. After 
me time the performance concluded. The hall reverberated with the sound of applause. 
ku thela e ee eee salli ee A 
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At the end of the applause 
the emperor said — 
Suradas! Your music is beyond 
praise. Ashoka, the emperor of 
Magadh is pleased with you. 
Seek what you wish. 


ar andthe 
grandson of Bindusara. The 
invalid blind son of Ashoka 
seeks just a kagini (a coin 
\ of very small kätkes 


A EKE 
3, 
3) 
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Emperor Samprati 
he words astonished the f A 


The Emperor embraced Kunal. Tears flowed 


Father, who else is 
to be blamed but my 
bad luck. There is no 

use shedding tears 
over spilt milk. 


Í is it you my Yes father, | am your 

A son Kunal ? AN unlucky son Kunal 

E A who at your command 
became blind. 


did this M 
happen ? A 


ed to recall the past. With a shock he recalled — |’ please pro- VI 
i A a es m Come dar- \ ceed my lord. N 
a ml | | [ ling, itis time | Will soon join / 


A 
for lunch. - 


Oh! This is 


> Sd ff A Ta 4 abe 
the doing of Js s \ Me "WW Tishyarakshita and 
that witch. NN A HÀ JAY | put her in prison. 


Emperor Samprati. 


| Father | have Th e | i ime minister inter- By, son, 
sought Kagini from i À j ee 
you. Thatis enough | | sought everything in the — kingdom? 
| | name of Kagini which, in Forwhomdo | 
| \ context of princes, also 


you want my 


: empire ? 
eans kingdom p 


thing you have sought. 
Just a Kagini ? 


Father! You have 
been blessed with 
a grandson. 


a at 


The emperor at once sent ministers to fetch them. 
They were brought to Patliputra with due honour. 
With elaborate celebrations the emperor an- 
nounced — j i 


Just now* | got the 
news, therefore, | 
name the child as 
Samprati. | make him 
the crown prince, the 
future ruler of 
Patliputra. = / 


the news about Kunal's son. He asked — 


Where are my daughter- 
in-law and dson? A 
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Emperor Samprati 


One day while prince Samprati was sitting in the 
assembly near the emperor a horse merchant 
came from Gandhar. He presented a magnificent 
horse to the emperor — 


Sire! This is an ` V 
excellent horse in all 
respect. The king who 
owns it will certainly 
become a Chakravarti 


Emperor. 


th 


We ies 


But, Sire, it does 
not allow any one to 
ride it. Many great 
warriors found it 
difficult to control 
and rid | 
(TAI 


kü | 
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n due course the emperor arranged for his 
princely education and he studied with various 


AGNE 
Bean 


,( Son! Scriptures \ 
M are greater than /4 


The Emperor looked at | 
Samprati — 
What you say Sire! Playing with 


son! Do you 
like this horse 
? Would you 


horses comes 
naturally to 
Kshatriyas. Please 
allow me. 


Emperor Samprati 


| Sire! The prince is WW Merchant! Forget it. 
stillimmature.To fj These arms are strong 
control this horse GA enough to subdue all 
isnotajoke. A the powers in 
this world. 


If you are able to ride this The cost of 
horse | will gift you one a hundred 

hundred horses. But if not, , horses. 
js will you give me ? 4% > TK 


A 


MT 


Samprati gave a whiplash to the horse. The denly the prince jumped and took to the 
_| horse raised its forelegs and whimpered. saddle. He tightened the reigns and the horse 


horse will throw 


the prince on 
the ground. 


Now the prince kicked the horse 
and it galloped. MA 

A 3 TT dih 
Baysa VIL 


Emperor Samprati 
The Emperor embraced Samprati — 


After one hour the prince returned and brought 
he horse near the merch i 


7 fee 
Son! your brilliance, i 

valour and bravery will 

certainly make you an a 


have lost 
the wager and 
| gift hundred 


horse. To ride 
such horse is / 


amprati was married to many princesses. At the time 
of the marriage ceremony the emperor made an 
announcement — 
Now I am old. It is time to devote my 
time to religious activities and worship. 

Therefore, | want to hand over the 

reigns of the empire to Samprati. 


One day Ashoka the great was sitting in 
his palace with his family. He said 
to Kunal — 
Son! Now Samprati has become \ 
/ amature young man. There are 
| numerous proposals for his 
marriage. Make arrangements 
for his marriage. 


l 


Thus along wi e marriage cer- 
| emony the coronation of Samprati 
| also took place. 


Emperor Samprati 
time passed before Emperor 


h ca died. The state of Magadh was in 
rning for some time. When Samprati 


When he arrived near Kashi the spies informed the 


Emperor Samprati is 
a great and accom- 
plished warrior. He 
has an invincible 
army. To fight a war 
with him is to em- 

brace destruction 


= q TE 
v NASA | should 
Fe expand my j 


eg 


gained by 
bloodshed. The rising 
sun cannot be covered 
by clouds. t 


LEE IES SOE - a = f 
With a large army he launched his mission 
of conquering Kashi, Kaushal, and other 
states. 


These kings welcomed Samprati and offere+himrich | | After this conquest Emperor Samprati 
gifts and their daughters in marriage. Samprati accepted | | Came to Avanti. He was given a grand 


the gifts in goodwill — reception. 


We accept your ) 
>» sovereignty. Æ - 


| don’t require your riches. 
Neither do | want to 
destroy the people. Live 
peacefully under the reign 
of Magadh. That is my 
only command. z 


$ E 


S Long = 


va VA 
W ‘live Emperor 
PL samprti 
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After annexing 
marched to the west and conquered Malava, Gujarat, 


Saurashtra, and many other states. He spread the 
Magadh empire far and wide. 


22 


Emperor Samprati 


The Emperor went straight to the palace and For a few moments Sharatshri was bedazzled 
ahead the feet of his parents. The mothar ad- | |but then suddenly became serious. Samprati. 
mired the glory of her son with astonishment. inguired— vr 
Her eyes were brimming with tears and her voice Mother ! Are you Son ! Itis notthat. 
was choked. Samprati said — not happy seeing Which mother will 

ne the glory of 
your son ? 


Mother! See the glory of your 
son. All these thousands of 
kings and princes, the great 

empire of the whole Aryavarta | 

(India) is now at your feet. (4 
ees a el $ 


Son ! An empire gained 

through violence has 
never brought happiness to 
anyone. Even A chakravarti 
i like Brahmadatt and a great 
congueror like Ajatashatru 
x Kunik left their empires 
\ and were born in hell. 


The empire of -y 
the whole Aryavarta, \ > 
Mother ! An empire 
larger than those of 
my grandfather and 
his ancestors. Is 
there still 
something left ? 


Son ! After 
fighting many 
wars and killing 
thousands of 
people what did 


CE: 
Touew 
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t 
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Emperor Samprati | 


If you want to know about the path 
of happiness and bliss ask Arya 
Suhasti. He is coming to 
this city tomorrow. 


Alright, mother, | will 
do as you Say. 


Mother! Then 
Son! I am not tell me how can 
disappointed to see || | please you ? | will 
your flag furling on half} | do what brings 
the continent. But , happiness 
either am | 


In the morning the emperor was walking on the 
rooftop. He saw a large procession on the road 


approaching. Numerous bands and drums were 
being played. Following these were merchants 
and dignitaries, young and old, and then thou- 
sands of women singing and dancing. In the 
middle was a large silver chariot with the image 
of Jivanta Swami. Behind these came an impres- 
sive, radiant, and divinely saint dressed in white 
foilowed by hundreds of Shramans and 
Shramanis. 


a 


Tomorrow Arya Suhasti will 
come and | will ask him how to 
please mother. | will also seek 

ON the path of my own bliss. 
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Emperor Samprati 


His attendants carried him to his bed, sprinkled 
some water on his face, and fanned. When he 
regained consciousness some scones emerged 
in his memory — 


From the rooftop the emperor watched all 
this. Suddenly he looked at the elderly and 
impressive saint. He carefully observed his 
face — 
seem to know this extremely 
serene great person. | have seen 
him somewhere ? Why a mere 
glance at him fills me with such 
affection ? | feel like going to him 
and bowing at his feet. | have see 
him. | have i:ved with him. 


ith these words Samprati rushed down from 
rs the palace and ran after the procession. His 
we 835 11 guards and ministers followed him. They said to 


Sire! What 
Ca happened? / M 
TI i, How do you feel j 


lam alright. 
Where is 
Gurudev? 


Emperor Samprati 


When the people saw the emperor running barefoot they 
gave him way. Samprati arrived before Arya Suhasti. Go- 
ing around him three times he paid homage to the as- me my true 
cetic. Acharyashri looked at him in surprise. With joined identity 


Gurudev, tell 


Yes, you are Emperor 2 

] Samprati, the grand son of E RA 
Emperor Ashokavardhan. | pam 

Who does not know you 

O son of Kunal, the 

2pitome of devotion. 


Hh (E) 


Gurudev! Do you 
\ recognize me? 


O king! | have recognized you well. 
In Kaushambi a beggar got initiated 
in order to eat sweets. Overeating 
- caused his death the very same 

h day. That soul is present before me 
today as Emperor Samprati. 7 


Nooni helesinist 


On hearing about the emperor's earlier 
—| birth those present there looked at each 
/ /\ other in astonishment. 


Emperor Samprati 


4 | The Emperor again bowed and 
ET asked — Fiy : 
a ap O king! The fruits of pure 


A ee Samayik Charitra are 
he best fruit of religion Ray : 
is liberation andis Y unlimited. But you just 


( normal fruits are attain- touched hea 


: | Charitra without resolution 
Ing Mosin, grande granney uate and as its fruit you got 


After this the emperor said — 


Gurudev! 
What are 
the fruits of 


ru SN 


AM s 
N 


# of Samayik 
= Charitra ? 


Emperor! We Gurudev! Please | Emperor! Just 


(cur udev! | got all detached ascetics show me the now you should 
this wealth through possess nothing, religious path. Only | join this procession 
your blessings only. not even a needle. yesterday my | and worship Jivanta 


How can | accept P 
the grandeur of an keelele, y Swami. | will answer 
i 3 to your gueries at 


this path. f 
the proper time. f 


Therefore | submit 


8 


4 


A oO | 
The Emperor joined the common 
people barefoot in the proces- 
sion. 


Emperor Samprati 


a ‘Samprati came to pay 
to aieas. After due formality he 


ng: Constructing new temples 
and renovating old temples of the 
Jina is highly meritorious deed. 
You have the capacity to 
Tell me what undertake this work. O king! 
todo? A Shraman, Shramani, Shravak, and 


i Shravika are the four pillars of 
A the religious order. Servingthem 
a VD is also highly meritorious, << 


2 o king! Your mother is 
very religious. You can 
please her only by 
doi 

5 


Bhagavan! 
How can | 
please my , 

mother? 4 


After this Emperor Samprati turned into a staunch 
Shravak and strict follower of shravak-vows. 


day the emperor asked 
Acharyashri aun 


On the last day ot the Chariot festival the 
emperor instructed his courtiers — 


O king! Temple of the 
Jina is a powerful 
means of religious 

worship. As long as Jain 

, temples remain people 

will be inspired to be 

religious. 


O courtiers! | don’t require your wealth. 
/ You are free to enjoy your kingdom and power. 
| have only one wish. Please accept Jain 
religion and engage in activities of 
promoting Jain religion. Please inspire your 
people to involve in religious activities. 


That is my only wish. 
iy PETR EF ZE 
| Your wish isan Ñ 


order for us. A x 


Gurudev! Now 
what is my 
primary duty? 4 


B 
AD). 


Emperor Samprati 


in presence of Acharyashri Samprati took One morning the emperor came to pay homage to 
la resolve — Acharyashri and requested 777 

/ From this day | will accept food \ | : —/ King! The people of 
| or drink only after! get the news | | Gurudev! My empire ./ those countries are 


3 | | extends to many other \! not conversant with 
Aof construction or renovation of a countries outside Bharat- ascetic ways. How 


khand (India of that ti 
period). Why don't you can ASERI 


send your disciples there / \ faultless food as 
for promotion of religion? alms there? 


necessary 
arrangements 


Some scholarly preachers went to foreign coun- 
tries. They were accompanied by state employ- 
ees and soldiers. People inguired about the 
shravaks in ascetic garb — 


He is the guru of Emperor 
Samprati. Please pay 
homage to him and learn 
religion from him. 


Please dress as ascetics and go 
to foreign countries. Get Jain 
temples constructed there and 
teach the people about the ascetic 
conduct. You will be provided with 
all assistance from the state. 


Emperor Samprati 


h sm to be the guru of the emperor people The spies of Emperor Samprati brought him 
l apparent ascetic. The scholars ex- | | news from these foreign lands. One day the 
m about the ascetic ways and | | emperor requested Arya Suhasti — 


in foreign countries 
have also started 
j) | + following Jain religion. 
heey We observe VA i Please send some 
v ahimsa and live} W i , ascetics there. 


Acharyashri sent some selected Shramans 
to countries including Persia and Greece. 
The shravak preachers who were already 
there requested-| We are now well 
| /conversant with the language 
and culture of this country. 
Please initiate us as ascetics. 
\We want to remain here and 


One day | was N 
also seeking 
bread moving door 


a 


and initiated them. Thus promotional work 
on Jainism started in far away countries. 
Thousands of people embraced Jainism. 


Emperor Samprati 


Acharyashri once said to the emperor E 


The thought of the agony of a man dying with 
hunger made the emperor shiver. He called his 
otficers and gave instructio 


Outside all the four gates 

of the city construct 
large eating houses. No 
destitute, suffering and 
invalid should sleep 


/ in absence of knowl- 
edge religion cannot 
last long. Therefore 
people should be 
educated. 


14 NAN 
On the dictate of the emperor eating houses 
were opened. Everyday thousands of 
poor people got free food. 


Thus Emperor Samprati earned great meritorious 
karmas by spending unlimited wealth on meritorious 
deeds of public welfare, such as construction of Jain 
temples, promotion of religion and education, and clem 
ency for all beings. SPS Te ape 


Following the advise of Acharyashri 
Samprati issued orderg=— aie 


In all cities of the 
empire schools 
should be opened. 
Free education 
should be provided 

to children and 
youth all. 


Ki i Emperor Samprati 
267 years of the nirvana of Bhagavan Mahavir, Arya Suhasti handed over the reigns 

the religious order to two of his able disciples Susthit and Supratibaddh. At the age of 

1400 years he took the ultimate vow and abandoned his earthly body. Empe 

Iwas overwhelmed with sorrow. e SKA 


l 7 Oh! My IA > 
ULETI ARIANA A AAS guru has left 


92° 


«i 
t 


J P x q 
Cana” | 


| NOs ey 

a 
TEETE 
It is said that Emperor Samprati got installed approximately 12. 5 million Jina images 
made of brass, copper, gold, etc. Images installed by Samprati are found even 
today at Nadol, Shatrunjaya, Giranar, Ratlam, and many other places. In his unprecedented 
mission of promotion of religion he got 6,600 ancient temples renovated 
and 1,25,000 new temples constructed. ge 
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Dear friends, 


Today mankind is living in an interesting time, 
when the science of information and technology is 
rapidly taking over and practically governing his life. 
The cave man has become a castle man. The days of 
cartwheels and carriages are being replaced by 
Cadillacs and convertibles. The period of stone 
grinding and grating have become obsolete and the 
modern electric grinders and graters are taking their 
place. The old is being replaced by the new with 
tremendous speed and have placed mankind on the 
verge ofa new threshold. 


As the machine is used for instant work, in the 
same way man works for instant happiness, fame and 
riches. He does not care whether it is at the cost of 
environmental pollution, depletion of the natural 
resources or animal abuse and suffering. He is under 
the powerful grip of greed and acts under the 
intoxication of modernization, leading him to self- 
destruction. Motivated by ego and sensuality, he uses 
all of his skills in the acquisition of worldly pleasures 
and in hedonism. In this way the gift of technology 
and information make the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. It is this self-centeredness of mankind that has 
inspired Havelock Ellis to say, “The sun, the moon 
and the stars would have disappeared long ago, had 
they happened to be within reach of predatory human 
hands.” Such is the man of today who is destroying 
mother Earth and thereby his own species for the sake 
of his material gratification. 


In this way, when we look around us, all we see 
is that man has become a burden and an enemy to 
himself and the mother earth, rather than a friend to 
all. Engaging himself in anger, lust, selfishness, deceit 
and competition he ultimately paves the way to 
violence and war. As Thomas Merton has rightly said, 
“Violence can begin only where thought and rational 
communication have broken down.” 


Living with this pace and in this space, man has 
become mechanical and a robot. He now has no mind 
of his own and works like a machine. Society thinks 
| for him and he obeys its orders. His herd mentality 
| blinds his vision and goads him to move about 


|| without any direction. One wonders whether he has 
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HAPPINESS IS WITHIN REACH 
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the same element which is potentially capable of 
becoming Mahavir, Buddha, Ram or Jesus-epitomes 
of love, compassion and simplicity ? How can he 
become attain anything, if he does not take charge of 
his own life and discern the difference between right 
and wrong in the light of the truth? 


History tells us that no amount of wealth and 
fame has made mankind happy in the past, nor will it 
make him happy in the future. For material happiness 
is fleeting and temporary. It’s definition changes with 
man’s desires and dreams. Happiness does not lie in 
accumulation of things, but in the art of equal 
distribution, simplicity and contentment. 


In this New Year let us decide not to become a 
machine in the mechanical world, acting without 
thought, but instead think before each action. For 
every positive or negative action has an equal and 
opposite reaction. A loving thought cast in the 
universe has a loving response and an evil thought has 
an evil one. It is the law of the nature that what is 
thrown out in the universe comes about like a 
boomerang. So why not prioritize our life on the basis | 
of our needs and comfort and not on our greed and 
luxury. In this way we can eliminate the possibility of 
acquiring negative vibrations and unwanted karmas 
and channelize our thoughts, words and actions in the 
positive direction, starting the millennium with a new 
beginning and reshaping our life again. 

In the Western terms we are entering a new 
millennium and in that sense the whole world is | 
excited about the advent of it. Though you and we 
know however that civilization is a lot older than that. 
Is it the dictionary meaning that makes it so important 
or the hope of global peace, happiness and order that 
it may bring for all, that makes itimportant ? Let us see 
how the dictionary defines it. It says that it is “a period 
of thousand years. A period of general righteousness 
and happiness especially in the indefinite period.” 
But where is that period of righteousness and 
happiness ? Where is the peace ? What was wrong 
yesterday that we are dreaming of tomorrow ? Why are 
we not happy today ? These are questions that come 
to one’s mind. : 
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Eee Bien I become hungry ? (Bhuk ls 
2). In any given situation neither one seems 
py. So where is the happiness ? More than 
80% of mankind toils for food, shelter and protection 
and yet many of them go to bed hungry. There is 
another small percent that is affluent and simply 
-wallows in luxury. What a disparity in the lives of the 

two ! One has plenty and the other is empty. 

Those whose conscience is still alive and awake 
are compassionate and say, how can we be happy when 
the world is full of misery, pain, and suffering ? How 
can we be happy when there is so much stress, tension 
and chaotic disorder ? Animals suffer from human 
abuse and torture. Children suffer from mal-nutrition 
and child abuse. The poor from poverty and hunger. 
The rich suffer from desire, greed and disease, and the 
rest of the world suffer from dehumanizing war and 
violence. Where is the happiness that we are looking 
for ? Is it in the material gain that the modern world is 
throwing at us, or is it in the wiping of the tears of the 
suffering and the aching ? We are all pretending that 
we are happy, but are we really ? Or are we living under 
an anesthesia that has numbed us towards the pain 
of others ? I think there is a corner in every heart 
that hurts and cries, but very few have time and 
understanding to listen to that inner voice. It is time 
to pause for a moment and reflect back on our past, so 
that we may change our future. 


To get a fresh outlook to life, one must turn 
towards the philosophy of Jainism as practiced 
_and propounded by Lord Mahavir. It has profound 
answers to our questions. It is founded on the law of 
reverence for all life (Ahinsa), relativity in thinking 
(Syadavada), law of cause and effect (theory of 
Karmas), law of non-acquisition (Aparigraha), and law 
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of compassion (Karuna) through non-violence in 
thoughts, words and action which is its basic tenets. It 
has also emphasized the idea of tolerance and non- 
interference as its teachings. These perennial 
principles of Lord Mahavir are the avenues to health, 
healing, harmony, peace and love. They were useful 
thousands of years ago and will be useful for many 
millennia to come. In this way, putting the teachings 
of Jainism into practice one can renew one’s 
connectivity to that ancient source of teaching and 
live in harmony with oneself and in harmony with the 
rest of the world. 


In these trying times, the world is now looking 
for a happier, brighter future for living-beings. Let us 
therefore work collectively for the betterment of the 
whole universe by changing our focus from ‘T to ‘We’. 
For if we keep doing what we are doing, we will keep 
getting what we are getting. 


Someone has beautifully said that, “I expect to 
pass this world but once. Any good therefore that I can 
do, or any kindness that I can show to any fellow 
creature, let me do it now, for I shall not pass this way 
again.” 

The message of the new dawn is for all of us but 
youth in particular, who is the hope of tomorrow. They 
will help the way society thinks and feels. For, 
tomorrow belongs to the youth, youth that holds the 
promise of the future. They are the symbol of energy 
and zeal, openness and compassion, creativity and 
innovation. They have time and vigor to carry on and | 
give life to the ancient heritage of reverence for life, 
understand and practice the wisdom of the seers and 
use the insights of the enlightened masters. rhey are 
the torch bearers and trend setters of peace, progress 
and prosperity for the present and future generation. 


So let us all think globally and act locally, 
making a difference in every moment of the 
millennium and be aware of our glorious spiritual 
wealth by arising, awaking and work and not stopping 
until the goal is reached. 


Jai Jinendra 
Pramoda Chitrabhanu 
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he simplest and easiest way to get acguainted with Jain religion, philosophy, 
culture, history and way of life. Entertaining as well as informative, these 
picture books make the incidents from the life of the persons you revere come 
alive. They open up the glorious past of the Jain culture for you and your children. 
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Set of 60 Books Rs. 1,200.00 (In India). US $ 150.00 (Abroad) (Postage Include) 
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PRINCE VARDHAMANA WITH 


tm MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY fe AN 


Vardhamana with the members of his family. 
It depicts an aspect of his domestic life. 
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